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first decided whether or not the facts stated in the preamble, which
sets out the special reasons for the Bill, have been proved. If the
preamble is accepted, the clauses are then taken in order. If the pre-
amble is rejected, the Bill is dead. After the committee stage the Bill
is reported to the House, and its subsequent stages are similar to
those of a public Bill A private Bill may be opposed in committee
in both Houses. Private Bill procedure when a Bill is opposed is both
expensive and necessarily takes time. This method of seeking
statutory powers is of great importance to progressive local autho-
rities who may seek for powers wider than those conferred by the
Acts from which they derive the powers common to local authorities
in general. There are, however, other means of obtaining statutory
authority for the exercise of special powers, and in particular both
a provisional order, confirmed by Confirmation Bill, and special
ministerial orders made under statute may be mentioned as of im-
portance to-day both to local authorities and statutory undertakings
as sources of their powers.1
E.
Miscellaneous Functions.
The judicial functions of Parliament—the appellate jurisdiction of Judicial
the House of Lords and the process of impeachment—are discussed Functions-
elsewhere.2
Another function of Parliament is the receiving of petitions. Any Petitions,
subject may petition the House of Commons, even if he seeks to
impose a new charge upon the public funds, and the House decides
whether or not to receive such petitions. Petitions must be presented
by a member. They are referred to a select committee, which may
direct their circulation among members. They may be, but very
seldom are, debated.3
Either House may set up a committee to enquire into any matter of Committees
public importance, and a resolution to set up such an enquiry may
be an expression of no confidence in the Government of the day.
Such committees may be composed solely of members of Parlia-
ment or may have a wider composition. Under the Tribunals of
Enquiry (Evidence) Act, 1921$ both Houses of Parliament may re-
solve that it is expedient that a tribunal be appointed to enquire into
a matter of urgent public importance. In pursuance of such a resolu-
tion a tribunal maybe appointed by Her Majesty or by a Secretary of
State. The instrument of appointment may confer aU the powersof
1	Part VI., Chap. 3, at pp. 277-80, post, for the procedure hereon.
2	Part V., Chap. 1.
8 Petitions are also occasionally presented to the House of Lords.

